obtained which comprise the first two chapters of this book would be enough to secure its welcome.
The subsequent seven chapters deal with the absorption, transport, and utilization of iron, and finally, iron deficiency anamia and conditions of iron overload. The book succeeds in illuminating diseases of iron metabolism by relevant experimental work, and although the emphasis is mainly clinical, the excellent bibliography will make this a useful source book for the research worker.
The good quality of this book's production has unfortunately been reflected in the price. This little book, which is written in the form of lecture notes, is intended to be a complete revision course in endocrinology for the senior student and a rapid reference book for the busy practitioner. The author presents alarge amount of information in the minimum of space, a feat on which he is to be congratulated, for a book of this conciseness dealing with a complicated subject must be difficult to write. There are occasions, however, when he sacrifices clarity for brevity. For this reason the student may have difficulty in understanding the sections on osteomalacia and renal tubular acidosis, and a few sentences are ambiguous: for instance, 'Hand-Schuller-Christian syndrome associated with diabetes insipidus in 50% of cases', where '50%' could refer to the syndrome or to diabetes insipidus. It would have been helpful to the student to be told the normal values for thyroid uptake and clearance in the radioactive iodine tests for thyroid function; and through an oversight in proof-reading the dose of fluorohydrocortisone is given as 0 01 mg (p. 62) instead of 01 mg daily. However, these are perhaps minor criticisms. The book certainly puts endocrinology in a nutshell and should be invaluable to those for whom it is intended. For a small book with no illustrations 36s is expensive, especially for students.
A W SPENCE The Aging Eye by R A Weale PhD DSC pp vi+200 illustrated £1 15s London: HKLewis 1963 This book is a most useful compendium of information about the ageing eye. Its scope is broad, and there are sections which will appeal especially to the ophthalmologist, others to the illuminating engineer, the gerontologist, the psychologist, and the optician. From the view-point of the ophthalmologist the sections on the Hudson-Staihli line are especially interesting.
Senescence varies to some extent with climate, and there is some evidence to suggest that the age of onset of presbyopia increases with geographical latitude. In Iran, Egypt, Greece and Cuba, the 'age of complaint' which drives patients to seek prescriptions for a reading correction is about 40, whereas it is 42-3 in Italy, and 48 in Sweden and Norway. Indians become presbyopic at an age about eight years younger than Central Europeans.
Senile miosis and yellowing of the crystalline lens reduce the intensity of light stimuli to the senile retina. Hence a perimeter with a fixed intensity stimulus would give an apparent constriction of the visual field, not found with stimuli of higher intensity. Also the phenomenon of senile enophthalmos must not be forgotten, as it makes the nose cast a larger shadow on the nasal side in the old than the young. This is a book which well repays reading. Although originally planned to help those preparing for the primary FRcs and FFA examinations, its scope was extended during writing and it has developed into a first-class widely based text.
Very few books can escape criticism and it would be remarkable if a large volume of this kind were to prove exceptional in this respect. Although the text is mostly lucid and succinct a few isolated portions appear clumsy and impre-
